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DETAILED ACTION 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 
The following is the examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. With respect 
to claim 1 Bourgeois (US 5,965,957) discloses "a plurality of control/monitor ports 
(input/output assembly 16); a plurality of input/output ports (second input/output 
assembly 18) and a control unit 36 for controlling the switch cards 20 to 30 of Figure 1. 
Bourgeois, however does not disclose expressly that " a first solid state switching device 
having a first input/output node coupled to a first input/output port of said output plurality 
of input/output ports, a second input/output node coupled to a second input/output port 
of said plurality of input/output ports, and a control node; a second solid state switching 
device having a first input/output node coupled to a third input/output port of said 
plurality of input/output ports, a second input/output node coupled to said second 
input/output port, and a control node coupled in common with the control node of said 
first solid state switching device; and a solid state switching device driver circuit having 
a first input node coupled to a first control port of said plurality of monitor/control ports, a 
second input node coupled to a second control port of said plurality of monitor/control 
ports, and an output node coupled to the control nodes of said first and second solid 
state switching devices, said driver circuit being operative, in response to the application 
of a voltage differential to said first and second control ports, to turn on each of said first 
and second solid state switching devices, and thereby provide a first current flow path 
between said first and second input/output ports, a second current flow path between 
said second and third input/output ports, and a third current flow path between said first 
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and third input/output ports". Hazelton (US 6,759,851) discloses a circuit for monitoring 
an electric load 32; the circuit has solid-state switches 20 and 22, which connect the 
electrical system with the load in response to signals 16 and 18 generated by load drive 
controller 10 and external controller 7. However, Hazelton, does not meet the 
limitations of the switching device driver, and does not disclose the input/output ports, or 
the control/monitor ports or the connections of the solid state switching device with the 
input/output ports. It would have not been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
to combine the inventions disclosed by Bourgeois and Hazelton to obtain the disclosed 
invention. 

With respect to Claim 6 Bourgeois (US 5,965,957) discloses "a plurality of 
control/monitor ports (input/output assembly 16); a plurality of input/output ports (second 
input/output assembly 18). Bourgeois, however does not disclose expressly that "a first 
solid state switching device having first input/output node coupled a first input/output 
port said output plurality input/output ports, second input/output node coupled to a 
second input/output port of said plurality input/output ports, and a control node, and a 
second solid state switching device having first input/output node coupled a third 
input/output port of said plurality of input/output ports, a second input/output node 
coupled to said second input/output port, and a control node coupled in common with 
the control node of said first solid state switching device; (b) coupling a load and a 
power source therefor to selected ones of said input/output ports; and (c) applying a 
voltage differential to first and second control ports of said plurality of control/monitor 
ports, so as to turn on each of said first and second solid state switching devices, and 
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thereby provide a current flow path through said first and second solid state switching 
devices, so as to place said load in circuit with said power source therefor by way of at 
least one of said first and second solid state switching devices and said selected ones 
of said input/output ports. Bourgeois, however, does not disclose the first nor the 
second solid state switching device and their respective nodes being connected to the 
input/output ports nor a control node couple in common with a control node of the first 
and second solid state switch. Bourgeois does not disclose that a voltage differential is 
applied to first and second control ports of said plurality of control/monitor ports, so as 
to turn on each of said first and second solid state switching devices along with the 
remaining limitations. 

Hazelton, discloses a circuit for monitoring an electric load 32; the circuit has 
solid-state switches 20 and 22, which connect the electrical system with the load. 
However, does not disclose the input/output ports, or the control/monitor ports or the 
limitations of the claims. It would have not been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to combine the inventions disclosed by Bourgeois and Hazelton to obtain the 
disclosed invention. 

With respect to claim 13 Bourgeois (US 5,965,957) discloses "a plurality of 
control/monitor ports (input/output assembly 16); a plurality of input/output ports (second 
input/output assembly 18) and a control unit 36 for controlling the switch cards 20 to 30 
of Figure 1 . Bourgeois, however does not disclose expressly that " selected ones of the 
plurality of input/output ports are adapted to be coupled to a circuit path containing said 
load and said power source; a first solid state switching device having a first 
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input/output node coupled to a first input/output port of said plurality of input/output 
ports, a second input/output node coupled to a second input/output port of said plurality 
of input/output ports, and a control node; a second solid state switching device having a 
first input/output node coupled to a third input/output port of said plurality of input/output 
ports, a second input/output node coupled to said second input/output port, and a 
control node coupled in common with the control node of said first solid state switching 
device; and a solid state switching device driver circuit having a first input node coupled 
to a first control port of said plurality of monitor/control ports, a second input node 
coupled to a second control port of said plurality of monitor/control ports, and an output 
node coupled to the control nodes of said first and second solid state switching devices, 
said driver circuit being operative, in response to the application of a voltage differential 
to said first and second control ports, to turn on each of first and second solid state 
switching devices, and thereby provide a current flow path through at least one said first 
and second solid state switching devices and said circuit path containing said load and 
said power Source". 

Hazelton, discloses a circuit for monitoring an electric load 32; the circuit has 
solid-state switches 20 and 22, which connect the electrical system with the load. 
However, does not disclose the input/output ports, or the control/monitor ports or the 
limitations of the claims. It would have not been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to combine the inventions disclosed by Bourgeois and Hazelton to obtain the 
disclosed invention. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "comments on 
statement of reasons for allowance." 




